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a sensation which caused him to reconsider his position.
Ultimately he made a full confession to the king, and offered
to go back to Sardis and fetch Spermes' head—at the price
of the princess's hand. Ardys did not much like the idea of
such a prospective son-in-law, but the chance seemed too
good to be missed, so he agreed, with private hopes that
something would turn up.
Then they fashioned an imitation head of wood with
real hair, and Kerses, carrying it in a bag, went back to
Sardis, entered the presence of Sperrnes, and said " I have
got it."
" Show me," said Spermes.
Kerses said that he could hardly do that before all these
people, and asked for an interview in private. So they went
into a private chamber, where Kerses put down his bag and
opened it; Spermes bent to inspect the object; Kerses
smote him shrewdly on the back of the neck, slipped his
severed head into the bag, and departed.
Spermes' attendants waited for some time outside the
chamber (like the courtiers of the King of Moab in the story
of Ehud), and by the time they entered Kerses was well
away.
Unfortunately for himself Kerses was so overjoyed at his
success that instead of going back to Kyme with all speed,
he stopped at an inn kept by one Thyessos, and under the
influence of liquor talked too much; Thyessos finally got
the whole story out of him, and being a man of sound sense
appreciated the mixed feelings that Ardys would entertain
towards his benefactor j so he murdered Kerses in his
sleep and undertook the delivery of the usurper's head
himself. Arriving at Kyme he was welcomed at Ardys' inn,
as all Lydians were, and presently asked what would be the
best news that Ardys could possibly receive,
" That my enemy was dead and that I had not got to
fulfil the bargain I made," said Ardys.
" Your wish is fulfilled," said Thyessos, and opened his
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Ardys invited him to name his own reward, and Thyessos

